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his ability, and I was entitled to presume his honesty from his
occupation of the chair of the Deputy Mayor.

M. K. GANDHI
Forward, 31-7-1925

284.   LETTER TO "THE STATESMAN"

148, RUSSA ROAD,
July 31, 1925

You will perhaps extend me the courtesy of finding room for
a reply to your article headed "Civil Resistance" in today's States-
man* You see an inconsistency between my desire to prepare an
atmosphere for civil resistance and my statement to the European
Association that I was dying for co-operation. My speech before
the European Association was delivered on July 24. I write for
Young India on Saturday for the issue of Thursday following. The
reference to civil resistance which you have quoted appears in
Young India of July 23, I give you the dates in order to show
that the idea or preparation for civil resistance was not conceived
after the rstatement to the European Association.

I see no inconsistency between the desire for civil resistance
and for co-operation. You will remember that my statement to
the European Association was a recalling of an old story. When,
in the-heyday of non-co-operation, an Englishman twitted me with
the remark that, althougfi I professed non-co-operation I was
dying to co-operate, I said to him emphatically that I was doing
so.: And I say that that is my position also today. Civil resistance to
wrong is not a new doctrine* or practice with me. It is a life-long
belief and a life-long practice. To prepare the country for civil
resistance is to prepare it for non-violence. To prepare the country
for non-violence is to organize it for constructive work which, to
me, is synonymous with the spinning-wheel. You evidently seem
to think that I ha^e repented of my non-co-operation or civil
resistance. I have never done so. I remain a confirmed non-co-
operator. If I could carry educated India with me, I would
declare non-co-operation in its entirety today. Being a practical
man, I recognize the facts that stare me in the face. I have failed
toj coDEViiice some of my most esteemed colleagues that the parti-
of non-tx^operation which we embarked upon in 1920

do good to the country at the present moment. It, therefore,
und^r'suspensionvl But I cannot hide from you the fact